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     when atiya , my 13 year-old daughter, came 
back from the hair salon excitedly sharing what she 
òlearnedó while getting her hair done, it brought 
back memories of my youth, growing up in beauty 
shops with my mom, norma. 

     when i was about 12, my mother went to 
cosmetology school.  remember the old wilfred  
academy?  now, we all know what happens when 
your mom goes to beauty school; you become the 
guinea pig; i mean test dummy; i mean enthusiastic 
volunteer.     

     i went with her as her model for her state board 
exam, for her license. you can imagine how much i 
loved leaving there with that doris day òrequiredó 
hairstyle. i prayed i wouldnõt run into any of my 
friends from school.  i believe back combing (teasing) 
and finger waves were involved.  did i mention that i 
needed a perm touch up badly (which we didnõt 
realize until i was sitting in the chair), so we were 
working with naps at the roots and straight ends. 

 iõve had relaxers, jheri curls,  dry curls, dread 
locks.  iõve been bleached, burned, pierced & relieved 
of hair that i intended to keep. 

 when youõre 12 and youõre helping your 
mother, this all feels like a great adventure and it 
was. 

 letõs talk about the people.  drama, divas, 
competition, romance, sex, drugs, and good food.  
thereõs always the beauty parlor hierarchy, from the 
shop owner to the head stylist (look out if they are 
one in the same) to the assistants, the manicurist, 
the shampoo girl, and the cleaning lady.  depending 
on the size of the salon, there may be a receptionist.  
depending on the size of the shop, again, all these 
positions may be held by one or two people. 

 you deal with whose using whose product.  
who took whose scissors, or man.  who stole whose 
client (lots of theft of people & supplies).  who left 
the air conditioner on?  who used too many dryers? 
can we have a staff meeting ?  whoõs kids are those 
jumping from chair to chair?  who determines who 



gets the next walk in?  who opens up?  who closes?  
who cares? who cuts best?  who colors best?   who 
doesnõt clean up their station?  who has friends 
hanging out?  who owns this place anyway?  
wedding hair, prom hair, graduation hair, divorce 
hair. 

  my mother was born with a gift for making 
women feel better about themselves.  this came to 
light for me one day when there was a string of 
òdifficult clients.ò  at the end of the day i asked her if 
she òreally likedó all those customers.  she had been 
equally gracious and attentive to the ògoodó and the 
òbadó customers.  I was surprised to hear that she 
didnõt òlikeó all of them.  but the insight became 
clear to me when i thought about how these òdifficult 
clientsó who came in barking and biting left with a 
smile on their face and a new pep in their step.  
what a gift, what a combo.  the pairing of my 
motherõs talent to be positive even in the face of 
negativity and do some fabulous hair, was a recipe 
for success. 

 

 

 

(the fact that she had a reputation for being able to 
ògrow your hairó was an added bonus).   

 this gift of grace was passed from my 
grandma cora, to my mom, to me and to atyia.  
(atiya also received the òhair bugó from my mother.  
she can style some hair.  sheõs wanted to dye her 
hair since six years old and seven years later, she 
has orange bangs.)   

     the gratitude that we have for the privilege of 
being able to see the transformation of the spirit of 
women cannot be adequately put into words. 

     my mom and I have been blessed with that 
same  feeling when we see a woman put on a pair of 
imani earrings and transform.  their expression 
changes. they get a skip in their step. singing and 
dancing is sometimes involved.  as the universe 
would have it, we actually began making jewelry to 
sell in my momõs salon 24 years ago.  

                                              peace & love 

                                           traci (and norma)  

 

 

 



imani spring & summer calendar 
spring garden party at traciõs 

a three generation show 
norma and taciõs jewelry, hot spring fun. 

atiyaõs power girl, will make you young 

lemonade, hors dõoeuvres, door prizes 

sunday april 20   noon-6pm  rain or shine 
178-17 132 avenue   jamaica, queens  11434     718 712 3465 

 

colette shows the imani jewelry collection 

at òa taste of the phenomenal womenó 
8th annual pre-motherõs day expoéan all day shopping expo 

imani jewelry, clothing, holistic wellness, food   

saturday may 3   noon-8pm 

national black theatre 2031-33 fifth avenue    harlem  

tickets $10 in advance $15 at door         www.phenomenalwomen.us            colette  212-694-2153 

 

http://www.phenomenalwomen.us/


imaniõs annual customer appreciation  

bar-b-que at traciõs 

norma & traci show the collection of a lifetime 

atiya continues to amaze us with her power girl collection   

itõs a great celebration..every year!  

saturday august 2   2-8pm  &  sunday august 3   noon-6pm rain or shine 

traciõs 178-17 132 avenue   jamaica n.y. 11434    718 712 3465 

  

imani one woman shows 
receive the special attention you deserve.  make an appointment to shop at traciõs home.  

norma and traci will assist you in completing your look by pairing your imani jewelry with your 
wardrobe.  you may need the perfect pair of earrings for that black tie affair or high school 

reunion.  bring swatches or outfits and remove the guesswork of color matching. 

718-712-3465 

 

 

 

 



where to git yo hair did 
since the beauty industry has had such a positive influence in our lives, we would like to share with you 
our favorite salons.  stop by for sister talk, the newest styles and of course, some lovinõ. 

khamit kinks 

anu prestonia is the creative genius behind khamit kinks.  the salon is known for its celebrity clientel.  
imani would like to thank anu for carrying our collection since 1996, from brooklyn, to tribeca and back 
to brooklyn.  norma, traci, and atiya have been known to make appointments at khamit kinks before 
their three generation shows. 

327 gold street (between myrtle & johnson)    brooklyn, ny 11201     718-422-2600     www.khamitkinks.com    info@khamitkinks.com 

nu wave kultural kreations 

nicole and avion and their experienced staff are master stylists.  not only will they twist and design the 
latest loc do, they will adorn your style with imani loc charms.  nu wave carries our largest collection of 
loc charms along with a selection of earrings, bracelets, anklets, & neckpieces.  

712 washington ave      brooklyn, ny 11238       718-953-5733 

mind body hair 

ebony hayesõ salon, mind body hair, is the newest member of our imani family. ebony has an infectious, 
positive spirit, that reflects in her work.  when youõre in the bronx, you must check out this salon.  when 
youõre online, check out her website: www.mindbodyhair.com 

3246 white plains road    bronx, ny 10467       718-324-1037    ebonyh@optonline.net 

 

 

http://www.khamitkinks.com/
mailto:info@khamitkinks.com
http://www.mindbodyhair.com/
mailto:ebonyh@optonline.net


nappy by nature 

this is where norma & traci currently git their hair did.  one of the unique features that drew us to 
nappy by nature (besides the great name) was the fact that sheila, the loctician, is located in a salon 
which primarily services men (some may call it a barber shop), which gives it a whole nother vibe.  
make sure you ask about the spa.  itõs an oasis in queens.   

114-38 framers blvd.    st. albans, ny 11412      718-454-2638 

paige 1 

atiya loves the creative styles she and her stylist, nancy, create together.  yes, nancy dyed atiyaõs bangs 
for her.  the salonõs bright contemporary d®cor, and excellent customer service is a gift to our 
neighborhood. 

 129-32 merrick blvd    jamaica, ny  11434     718-219-7414 

where to shop imani 
the following is a list of boutiques, salons and studios that carry imani jewelry. 

the brownstone                    24 east 125 street                harlem, ny 10035         212.996.7980         

khamit kinks                       327 gold street                   brooklyn, ny 11201        718.422.2600    

progressive unlimited             14 east 125 street                harlem, ny 10035         212.427.7084 

nu wave kultural kreations      712 washington ave              brooklyn, ny 11238       718.953.5733        

daphne                              467 amsterdam ave             new york, ny  10024     212.877.5073 

jamilaõs                              461 sterling place                brooklyn, ny  11238      718.398.1590 

mind body hair                    3246 white plains road          bronx, ny  10467         718.324.1037    

imani at traciõs*                   178-17  132 avenue              jamaica, ny 11434        718.712.3465         *by appointment only 



if itõs broke, fix ité 
if your bodyõs broken, dr. frederick mindel will help you fix it.  his holistic approach has brought peace & 
good health to our family.  dr. mindelõs holistic examination is non invasive to the body and spirit. 

dr. frederick mindel     holistic healthcare specialist    133 east 58 street, new york city  suite 505  212.223.8683   www.holisticnyc.net  

 if your teeth are broken, dr. donna williams will take care of them.  sheõs a beautiful sister with a 
holistic dental practice in harlem.  her practice and her staff are to be commended for their work.  

donna r. williams  d.d.s., f.i.n.d.      òthe holistic centeró at morningside dental care       360 west 125 street  suite 7a  harlem      

212.864.7224           www.morningsidedentalcare.com 

if your spirit is broken, check out lizz wrightõs newest cd, the orchard.  especially the song òmy heart.ó 

if your computer is broken, a peaceful, knowledgeable young brother named born allah, is the one to 
call.  we had two computers crash, files lost (or so we thought), and general computer mayhem.  born 
allah was a god send.  he restored files, installed programs we needed and everything else that should 
be done to put us back on track.  his company slogan is òno job too big or too small, just call.ó 

gywu computer services          born allah            631.681.2158 

if your business is broken, or just needs a boost in  

marketing, check out blackpr.com.  itõs the african  

american newswire service.  they distribute press  

releases to all the black newspapers, magazines, tv,  

& radio stations.  over 850 outlets.  www.blackpr.com  

 

http://www.holisticnyc.net/
http://www.morningsidedentalcare.com/
http://www.blackpr.com/
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